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Union  strikes  back 


By  TIFFANY  WILSON 

Abandoned  cars,  frustration 
and  pylons  were  the  order  of 
the  day  as  Conestoga 
College’s  striking  support 
staff  workers  held  up  stu- 
dents, other  staff  and  faculty 
the  first  day  back  to  school. 

More  than  8,000  college 
support  workers  went  on 
strike  at  24  Ontario  commu- 
nity colleges  on  Sept.  1, 
rejecting  the  colleges’  offer  of 
a 4.8  per  cent  salary  increase 
over  three  years  with  no  con- 
cessions. 

Sherry  Johnston,  president 
of  Local  238  of  the  Ontario 
Public  Service  Employees 
Union,  said  they  are  not  ask- 
ing for  the  stars  and  the  moon 
and,  despite  requesting  it,  are 
not  expecting  the  nine  per 
cent  wage  increase  in  this 
kind  of  economy.  OPSEU 
wants  job  protection  against 
the  use  of  part-time  and  tem- 
porary hires,  she  said. 

“You  get  hired  and  it  is  six 


months’  probation.  They  want 
to  make  it  up  to  a year  and 
then  get  rid  of  you.  Why 
would  you  put  someone  on 
probation  for  a year?  That’s 
just  wrong,”  said  Johnston. 

John  Tibbits,  Conestoga 
College  president,  said  the 
college  support  staff  salaries 
range  from  $50,000  to 
$87,500  and  a nine  per  cent 
wage  increase  over  three 
years  is  way  beyond  what 
has  been  considered  normal 
in  this  economic  environ- 
ment. He  said  the  colleges’ 
offer  was  the  going  rate  and 
that  OPSEU  has  been 
overzealous. 

In  addition,  there  has  been 
a misconception  by  many  peo- 
ple in  the  community,  who 
believe  the  college  has  not 
been  hiring  support  staff,  but 
within  the  last  five  years  the 
college  has  hired  97  full-time 
staff,  said  Tibbits. 

“If  they  were  not  important, 
then  someone  should  have 
asked  me  why  we  have  377 


support  staff  if  they’re  not 
worth  anything,  but  they 
have  chosen  to  walk  and  have 
chosen  to  walk  out  at  a time 
■that  would  maximize  the 
impact  on  students,”  he  said. 

Marya  Bidar,  a first-year 
general  business  student. 
Said  =bhe  has  been  frustrated 
with  the  changes  the  school 
has  had  to  make  because  of 
the  strike. 

“I  have  had  to  wait  in  lines 
for  the  bookstore  because  of 
the  reduced  hours  and  waited 
two  hours  in  line  at  the  OSAP 
office,”  she  said. 

It  was  unfortunate,  Tibbits 
said,  that  after  the  talks 
between  the  colleges  and  the 
union  broke  down,  the  work- 
ers went  on  strike  without 
voting  on  the  offer  and  caught 
the  colleges  off  guard,  leaving 
the  students  to  bear  the  brunt 
of  it  all. 

“Don’t  get  me  wrong,  in  this 
case  I,  the  management  and 
all  kinds  of  people  have  been 
putting  in  phenomenal  hours 


in  order  to  keep  the  college  up 
and  running,”  he  said. 

However,  Johnston  said 
going  on  strike  was  not  to 
mock  management’s  poor 
offer.  Instead  the  workers 
want  upcoming  college  sup- 
port staff  to  have  a better 
future.  She  also  said  the 
workers  want  to  be  back 
inside  with  the  students,  not 
on  the  picket  line. 

“We  have  been  at  this  since 
June  and  management  had 
stalled  until  the  last  week  of 
August  to  bring  monetary 
issues  of  any  kind,  like  wages 
and  benefits,  to  the  table,” 
she  said. 

However,  Tibbits  said  the 
discussion  will  be  successful  if 
both  sides  work  together  at 
the  table.  As  of  presstime, 
bargaining  between  OPSEU 
and  the  colleges  had  not 
resumed. 

“Overall,  I think  we  are 
managing  and  I think  it’s 
going  to  get  better  and  not 
worse,”  he  said. 


PHOTO  BY  JEFF  BOMBEN 

Sherry  Johnston,  president  of 
OPSEU  Local  238,  is  one  of 
more  than  200  Conestoga 
College  support  staff  workers 
out  on  strike. 


Students  affected  by  labour  dispute 


PHOTO  BY  RYAN  HORNE 


A long  line  of  cars  starts  to  form  on  Sept.  8 as  pickets  stop  people 
and  explain  the  reasoning  for  the  support  staff  strike  at  Conestoga 
College.  Delays  of  nearly  two  hours  on  the  first  day  of  school 
caused  frustration  for  many  at  the  Doon  campus. 


By  JEFF  BOMBEN 

The  new  school  year  at 
Conestoga  got  off  to  a more 
confusing  start  than  normal 
on  Sept.  6,  with  students,  fac- 
ulty and  staff  having  to  cross 
the  picket  line. 

The  Ontario  Public  Service 
Employee  Union  (OPSEU) 
strike  started  on  Sept.  1,  but 
the  work  stoppage  occurred 
on  the  first  day  of  classes. 

The  main  problem  occurred 
when  pickets  stood  in  front  of 
cars,  preventing  people  from 
getting  into  the  parking  lot. 
At  this  time,  the  pickets 
talked  to  the  drivers  and  pas- 
sengers about  why  they  were 
on  strike.  However,  traffic 
backed  up  for  kilometres  on 
Highway  401,  making  stu- 
dents late  for  class. 

Conestoga  College  released 
a statement  on  how  to  deal 
with  the  pickets  and  encour- 
aged students  to  visit  the 
school’s  website,  www.con- 
estogac.on.ca,  for  further 
information. 

The  students’  opinion 
regarding  the  strike  is  mixed, 


with  some  ranting  while  oth- 
ers believe  the  strike  is 
important. 

Second-year  business 

administration  management 
student,  Kaliegh  Hooper, 
spoke  about  how  she  didn’t 


mind  the  strike  and  realized 
that  there  was  a reason  for 
everything. 

“As  frustrating  as  the  situa- 
tion may  be,  I understand.  I 
know  that  strikes  have 
occurred  in  previous  years 


with  different  staff  and  it  can 
be  very  difficult  for  students, 
students’  families  and  the 
staff  on  strike,”  she  said. 

Hooper,  who  is  also  a sec- 
ond-year program  advisory 
committee  representative, 
said,  “I  feel  that  the  majority 
of  the  students  are  putting 
all  the  blame  on  the  support 
staff  that  are  out  on  the  pick- 
et line  and  they  aren’t  willing 
to  listen  or  hear  the  whole 
story.” 

However,  Vinh  Nguyen  is 
one  of  the  more  frustrated 
students. 

The  first-year  design  foun- 
dations student  is  beyond 
mad  about  the  strike  and  was 
happy  to  share  his  com- 
plaints. 

He  commented  on  several  of 
the  big  issues  including  the 
reduced  hours  at  the  book- 
store. 

“It’s  ridiculous,  you  have 
people  waiting  at  3:30  p.m., 
before  it  closes,  and  another 
time  frame  at  5:30  p.m., 
before  it  closes,  and  they  are 
still  waiting.  This  is  unac- 
ceptable,” he  said. 


Nguyen  also  said  Grand 
River  Transit’s  decision  to  not 
cross  the  picket  line  was  an 
“inconvenience  for  students.” 
He,  hke  many,  just  wants  this 
strike  to  be  settled. 

Around  the  school  many 
services  have  reduced 
hours. 

During  the  first  week  of 
classes  the  bookstore  was 
only  open  from  11:30  a.m.to 
3:30  p.m.  and  5:30  p.m.  to  7 
p.m. 

Since  then,  the  bookstore 
has  extended  its  hours  to  10 
a.m.  to  6:30  p.m. 

Other  major  services  affect- 
ed include  the  recreation  cen- 
tre which  has  been  closed 
except  for  students  using  it 
for  academic  purposes  and 
the  Register’s  Office  which 
handles  enrolment  and  class 
selection. 

For  a complete  hst  of  effect- 
ed services,  go  to  the  college’s 
home  page  and  click  on 
Information  regarding  college 
services. 

For  more  strike-related 
stories  and  photos,  see 
Pages  3,  4,  6 and  13. 
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Now  deep  thoughts 
...  with  Conestoga  College 

Random  questions  answered  by  random  students 

What  is  number  1 on 
your  bucket  list? 


“Travel  the  world.” 


Carron  Harte, 

first-year 
general  arts  and  science 


“Sleep  with  Mila  Kunis.” 


Dave  Pollock, 

second-year 
electronics  engineering 


“Travel  anywhere.” 


Jennifer  Baker, 

post-grad 
integrated  marketing 
communications 


“To  be  on  Glee.” 


Andrew  Kocher, 

first-year 
design  foundations 


“Skydive.” 


Steph  Heffer, 

level  4 

bachelor  of  science  in  nursing 


“Tour  Europe  on  a unicycle.” 


Mike  Reddekopp, 

first-year 
broadcast  television 


Rnd  a balance  between 
school  and  socializing 


By  ALYSHA  MILLER 

Often  called  “the  most  won- 
derful time  of  the  year”  by 
parents,  back-to-school 
shapes  up  to  be  the  same  for  a 
lot  of  students,  too.  Of  course, 
this  excitement  usually  isn’t 
brought  on  by  thoughts  of  sit- 
ting in  a dorm  with  a text- 
book. Rather,  the  exact  oppo- 
site is  the  appeal.  A lot  of 
young  students  returning  to 
college  and  university  get  a 
break  from  parents,  rules  and 
full-time  jobs,  trading  all  that 
in  for  socializing,  parties  and 
trips  to  the  bar. 

Though  fun  in  college  is 
expected,  what  impact  at-e  all 
the  drinks  that  can  come  with 
that,  having  on  learning?  The 
Conestoga  College  Doon  cam- 
pus health  office  is  saying 
quite  a noticeable  one. 
Students  who  walk  past  the 


office  can  view  study  results 
showing  that  students  with 
“A”  averages  consume  less 
than  half  the  alcohol  (4.21 
drinks)  than  students  with 
“D”  and  “F’  averages  do  (9.97 
drinks)  per  week. 

When  asked,  students 
around  the  campus  weren’t 
surprised.  Adrian  Baker,  a 
first-year  media  fundamen- 
tals student,  suggests  that  it’s 
not  the  alcohol  but  the  time 
taken  away  from  assignments 
that  might  be  causing  this. 
“That’s  why  so  many  first 
years  fail,  they’re  drinking 
instead  of  doing  stuff,”  he 
said. 

Second-year  electronics 
engineering  student,  David 
Pollock,  agreed.  “Everything 
in  moderation.  When  I drink  I 
do  drink  a lot,  but  you  have  to 
find  a balance.”  He  said  he 
has  found  that  balance.  “No, 


drinking  doesn’t  affect  my 
grades,  my  grades  are  pretty 
good,”  he  said. 

The  Region  of  Waterloo 
Public  Health  Unit  posts  arti- 
cles to  keep  people,  including 
youths,  informed  of  the 
effects  of  alcohol  on  the  mind 
and  body.  One  article  states 
that  some  serious  effects  of 
alcohol  use  include  an 
increased  risk  of  stroke,  can- 
cer and  high  blood  pressure. 
It  suggests  that  people  who 
chose  to  consume  alcohol 
avoid  drinking  more  than  one 
to  two  drinks  daily  and  take 
at  least  one  day  off  weekly 
from  drinking. 

Their  website  also  includes 
information  regarding  alcohol 
poisoning  and  binge  drinking, 
safe  party  planning  and  a 
variety  of  other  articles  sur- 
rounding the  subject  to  keep 
the  public  informed. 


New  year,  new  menu  options 


By  KENNETH  BELLIVEAU 

With  the  2011-2012  school 
year  upon  us,  it  is  time  for 
some  new  meal  choices  from 
Chartwells. 

There  are  many  new  items, 
beginning  with  breakfast 
options. 

This  year  Chartwells  is 
offering  oatmeal  as  well  as  a 
yogurt  bar  served  with 
brown  sugar,  slivered 
almonds,  dried  raisins  and 
granola.  The  lunch  and  sup- 
per menus  feature  many 
new  additions  too,  including 
new  sandwich  and  pasta 
options. 

Susan  Dixon,  food  services 
director,  said  some  of  the 
items  on  the  menu  have 
increased  in  price  because  of 
rising  market  prices.  She  said 
with  prices  having  gone  up  at 
the  grocery  store,  Chartwells 
had  no  choice  but  to  raise 
their  own  prices. 

“Milk  is  up  23  per  cent, 
canola  oil  is  up  more  than  33 
per  cent,  coffee  beans  are  up 
77  per  cent,  flour  is  up  over  50 


per  cent,  corn  is  up  over  85 
per  cent,  frozen  potato  prod- 
ucts (fries,  hash  browns,  etc.) 
are  up  over  45  per  cent,  eggs 
are  up  11  per  cent,  dispos- 
ables are  up  15  per  cent,  but- 
ter is  up  19  per  cent  and 
crude  oil  is  up  over  16  per 
cent! 

“This  can  be  immediately 
visible  with  a trip  to  the  gro- 
cery store  or  gas  pumps. 
Despite  this,  we  have  only 
raised  our  prices  3.5  per  cent 
overall,”  she  said. 

Dixon  also  said  commercial 
products  such  as  a bottle  of 
Pepsi  or  Coke  have  been 


increased  in  price  by  3.5  per 
cent  as  well  because  it  helps 
balance  out  other  item.«! 
across  the  menu. 

“Many  items  have  remained 
unchanged,”  she  said. 

“Convenience  items  such  as 
bottles  of  Coke  or  Pepsi, 
chips,  chocolate  bars,  candy 
and  branded  products  have 
taken  the  absolute  full  3.5  per 
cent  increase  to  allow  for 
more  flexibility  for  our  real 
food  items  across  the  board. 

One  other  change  is  the  hir- 
ing of  new  chef  Eric  Wood  to 
work  the  stir-fry/pasta  line  at 
the  Doon  campus. 
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Conestoga  student  Paul  Semeniuk  uses  one  of  the  many  open  study  areas  facing  the  College  Green 
at  the  new  Conestoga  College  campus  in  Cambridge  on  Sept  9. 


New  Cambridge  campus 
up  and  running  - almost 


By  JAMES  WITCZAK 

Conestoga  College  has  “engi- 
neered” a solution  for  the 
growing  demand  in  skilled 
labour,  as  a new  campus  build- 
ing has  opened  in  Cambridge 
that  is  the  home  of  the  School 
of  Engineering  and 
Information  Technology. 

The  building,  located  at  850 
Fountain  St.  S.,  directly  across 
the  401  from  Conestoga’s  Boon 
campus,  is  over  260,000- 
square-feet  and  currently  has 
more  than  1,800  students  in 
various  engineering.  Institute 
of  Food  Processing  Technology 
and  trade  programs. 

Mike  McClements,  executive 
dean  of  the  School  of 
Engineering  and  Information 
Technology,  beheves  it’s  “fun- 
damentally important  that  we 
feature  technology,  especially 
since  we’re  located  in  the  tech- 


nology triangle  ...  A Conestoga 
graduate  is  an  excellent  gradu- 
ate, and  companies  know  that.” 

The  building  has  several 
unique  features  such  as  a 
strong  focus  on  natural  hght- 
ing  using  large  windows  to 
allow  sunhght  in  and  carpool 
parking  spaces  in  the  parking 
lot  that  can  accommodate  over 
900  vehicles.  Various  comfort- 
able open  study  areas  and  new 
equipment  are  also  some  of  the 
highlights  of  the  new  building. 

Though  it  may  be  open,  there 
are  stiU  things  to  be  completed, 
such  as  a cafeteria  and  various 
student  amenities,  as  well  as 
many  classrooms  that  aren’t 
expected  to  be  operational 
until  the  coming  years. 

“It’s  nice,  it’s  very  modern 
and  clean  looking,  it’s  unfortu- 
nate that  there’s  nothing  to  do 
here,”  said  Amanda  Ricardson, 
an  architecture-construction 


engineering  technology  stu- 
dent at  the  campus. 

“I  think  they  shouldn’t  have 
started  it  (the  programs)  until 
it  was  ready.  I can’t  even  get 
a (explicit)  coffee,”  said  Larry 
Thomas,  a mechanical  engi- 
neering student,  who’s  frus- 
trated over  some  issues  that 
have  come  up  in  his  first  week 
at  the  campus. 

McClements  is  aware  of  the 
problems,  such  as  some  class- 
rooms not  having  enough 
chairs  and  desks,  but  assured 
everyone  that  they  were 
working  as  quickly  as  they 
could,  and  that  the  majority 
of  problems  were  ‘Tjehind  us.” 

The  building  is  phase  one  of 
a 30-year  plan  that  sees  the 
130  acres  of  land  being  trans- 
formed into  a campus  that, 
when  finished,  is  expected  to 
have  over  8,000  full-time  stu- 
dents. 


GRT  creates  temporary  stops 


By  JAKE  DAVIDSON 

Students  and  anyone  else 
who  takes  the  bus  to 
Conestoga  may  have  to  learn 
to  accept  the  temporary  stops 
as  the  strike  continues  into 
another  week. 

So  far  the  buses  have  not 
entered  the  Boon  campus  and 
Eric  Gillespie,  director  of  transit 
services  for  the  Region  of 
Waterloo,  said  this  is  because  it 
could  cause  delays  which  would 
have  a domino  effect.  A delay 
occurred  on  the  first  day  of 
classes  when  a bus  was  stuck  in 
traffic  on  Homer  Watson 
Boulevard  and  several  passen- 
gers simply  chose  to  get  off  and 
walk  to  the  school.  Currently 
buses  are  servicing  the  campus- 
es that  they  can  access  without 
the  risk  of  being  held  up  by 


strikers  such  as  the  new 
Cambridge  campus.  Grand 
River  Transit  is  bringing  stu- 
dents to  the  Boon  campus  but 
they  are  using  a permanent 
stop  as  a temporary  college  stop 
on  Conestoga  Boulevard. 

Mike  Binning,  the  vice-presi- 
dent of  Student  Affairs  and 
Student  Services,  said  so  far 
there  have  been  no  complaints 
to  the  Student  Services  office. 
Student  Services’  main  concern 
is  that  students  are  able  to  get 
bus  passes. 

The  students  themselves 
have  been  handling  the  strike 
and  changes  to  the  bus  routes 
well.  Student  Allanah  Pinhorn 
finds  some  of  the  changes  to  be 
confusing  and  said  at  least  one 
bus  has  been  late.  She  added 
that  a stop  a httle  closer  to  the 
school  is  needed.  She  thinks 


the  school  and  strikers  are 
doing  all  they  can  to  keep 
things  working.  She  has  not 
noticed  a change  in  the  num- 
ber of  passengers,  mostly 
because  she  has  not  been  rid- 
ing the  bus  for  very  long. 

Another  student,  Jun 
Beralda,  mostly  finds  the 
changes  to  be  annoying.  He  is 
just  trying  to  deal  with  it  as 
best  he  can.  He,  too,  has  not 
noticed  a change  in  the  num- 
ber of  riders. 

The  strikers  themselves  do 
not  have  any  mahce  toward 
the  students  and  even  helped 
one  student  in  a wheelchair  off 
a bus. 

“We  want  to  come  back  to 
work,”  said  Sherry  Johnston, 
president  of  Local  238  of  the 
Ontario  Public  Service 
Employees. 


Shortened  hours  fuel 
shortened  tempers 


By  VANDA  DOBRITOlU 

Conestoga  College  students 
are  not  impressed  by  the 
shortened  library  hours  due 
to  the  strike. 

Most  of  the  Library 
Resource  Centre  staff  are  on 
the  picket  line,  leaving  the 
centre  short-staffed  at  a cru- 
cial time  — the  beginning  of 
the  school  year. 

“We’ve  been  very  busy 
because  of  the  strike.  There’s 
only  two  of  us  working  now,” 
said  Linda  Schneider,  direc- 
tor of  the  LRC. 

Located  on  the  second  floor 
of  the  main  building,  the 
library  has  been  home  to 
many  students  over  the 
years,  especially  during  mid- 
terms and  exams.  Because  of 
the  strike  and  the  loss  of  the 
majority  of  its  employees,  the 
LRC  had  to  shorten  its  hours. 
The  library’s  new  hours  are 
Monday  through  Friday  from 
8 a.m.  to  4 p.m.,  as  opposed  to 
its  previous  longer  hours  of 
Monday  to  Thursday  from 
7:30  a.m.  to  9 p.m.,  Friday 
from  7:30  a.m.  to  4 p.m., 
Saturday  from  9 a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  and  Sunday  from  12  to  4 
p.m. 

Students  are  discouraged  by 


the  limited  hours. 

“I  have  classes  until  6, 
which  means  less  time  for  me 
to  get  work  done,”  said  Holly 
Battiste,  a second-year  early 
childhood  education  student. 

“It  is  so  hard  to  find  seating 
here,  especially  later  in  the 
day,  so  the  shorter  hours  real- 
ly don’t  help.” 

When  it  comes  to  the  library 
atmosphere,  the  students 
have  strong  opinions. 

“It  is  always  hard  to  find 
computers  in  there,  it  is 
always  so  crowded.  The 
atmosphere  is  generally  loud 
and  busy  which  is  ironic 
because  it’s  supposed  to  be  a 
quiet  place.  As  for  the  strike, 
it  does  not  benefit  the  stu- 
dents, rather  it  crowds  every- 
thing even  more,”  said 
Matthew  Ranisau,  a second- 
year  business  insurance  stu- 
dent. 

Others  take  a kinder 
approach.  “If  you’re  OK  with 
constant  chatter  then  I think 
you’ll  be  fine,”  said  Battiste. 

For  further  information  con- 
. cerning  the  Library  Resource 
Centre  or  its  shortened  hours, 
call  Linda  Schneider  at  519- 
748-5220,  ext.  3240  or  email 
her  at  lschneider@conesto- 
gac.on.ca 


PHOTO  BY  VANDA  DOBRITOlU 

Conestoga  College  students,  Holly  Brenton  Battiste  and  Collin 
Fischer,  are  not  impressed  with  the  library  changes. 


Zehrs  and  Sobeys 
offer  students  discounts 


By  BEN  STODDARD 

Food  is  expensive,  and  so  is 
being  a student.  That’s  why 
both  Zehrs  and  Sobeys  offer 
10  per  cent  student  discounts. 

Zehrs  offers  their  student 
discount  every  Tuesday;  all 
students  have  to  do  is  show 
their  student  card  at  the 
checkout.  This  offer  is  avail- 
able to  all  current  students  at 
Conestoga  College,  the 
University  of  Waterloo  and 
Wilfrid  Laurier  University, 
and  is  offered  by  every  Zehrs 


store  in  the  Kitchener- 
Waterloo  area. 

Sobeys  offers  their  10  per 
cent  discount  every  Tuesday, 
Wednesday  and  Thursday.  To 
get  it,  you  have  to  show  your 
student  card  to  receive  a free 
points  card,  which  will  also 
gain  points  every  time  it  is 
used.  This  offer  is  also  avail- 
able for  all  local  college  and 
university  students  in  every 
Sobeys  store  in  the  K-W  area. 

This  is  the  second  year  for 
both  franchises  to  offer  a stu- 
dent discount. 
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Strike  hits 
the  road 

By  RYAN  HORNE 


Driving  into  the  Boon  campus  on  the  first  day  of 
school,  delays  were  to  be  expected.  Not  only  was  it  the 
first  day  of  college  for  many  students,  but  the  strike  by 
the  Ontario  Public  Service  Employees  Union  (OPSEU) 
was  expected  to  slow  things  down  a bit. 

That  was  an  understatement. 

People  crawled  along  in  the  right-hand  turn  lane 
going  into  the  campus  for  what  seemed  an  eternity. 
Now  this  was  bad  enough,  but  the  people  who  were 
backed  up  onto  Highway  401  must  have  felt  like  they 
were  in  hell.  When  they  finally  managed  to  turn  onto 
Boon  Valley  Drive,  the  real  fun  began.  According  to  a 
Sept.  6 story  in  the  Waterloo  Region  Record,  over  200 
pickets  were  walking  around  with  signs  and  Tim 
Horton  coffees  in  their  hands.  They  were  stopping 
almost  all  drivers  as  they  handed  out  pamphlets  and 
gave  a little  spiel  on  the  reasons  for  the  strike. 

There  is  no  problem  with  support  workers  in  Ontario’s 
24  colleges  going  on  strike.  If  they  truly  believe  they 
deserve  more  money,  benefits  or  job  security,  they  have 
every  right  to  take  to  the  picket  line. 

But  when  they  caused  as  much  havoc  and  frustra- 
tion as  they  did  on  the  first  day  of  school,  that’s  a 
problem.  They’ve  said  they  want  to  put  students  first, 
yet  they  caused  many  students  to  be  late  on  one  of 
the  most  important  days  of  the  year. 

There’s  nothing  wrong  with  picketing  in  front  of  the 
school  to  stand  up  for  what  you  believe  in.  On  the 
other  hand,  there’s  no  reason  to  stop  almost  every  sin- 
gle car  that  comes  by  and  tell  the  drivers  why  they  are 
doing  this.  Students  already  know  one  of  the  reasons, 
support  staff  want  more  money.  There  hasn’t  been  a 
strike  in  recent  history  that  wasn’t  about  money.  The 
union  rejected  a pay  increase  of  4.8  per  cent  over  three 
years,  demanding  instead  a 3 per  cent  annual  increase 
over  three  years. 

Students  may  be  disappointed  that  some  college  serv- 
ices are  not  available  at  the  moment,  but  their  real 
frustration  is  being  caused  by  the  long  delays  in  the 
early  morning  hours. 

Students  do  not  have  the  power  to  give  the  workers 
a raise  so  why  do  the  strikers  feel  the  need  to  target 
them.  They  should  stop  talking  to  the  students  and 
start  talking  to  the  people  who  can  help  end  it. 

We  urge  both  sides  to  start  talking  in  earnest,  and  get 
a deal  done.  For  everyone’s  sake. 


Letters  are  welcome 


Spoke  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  Letters  should  be 
signed  and  include 
the  name  and  tele- 
phone number  of  the 
writer.  Writers  will  be 
contacted  for  verifica- 
tion. 

No  unsigned  letters  will  be 
published. 


Letters  should  be  no  longer 
than  500  words. 

Spoke  reserves  the  right 
to  edit  any  letter 
for  publication. 

Address  correspon- 
dence to: 

The  Editor,  Spoke,  299  Doon 
Valley  Dr., 

Room  1C30,  Kitchener,  Ont, 


Parking  way  overpriced 


Prices  get  steeper,  frowns 
inch  deeper. 

Parking  permits  have  once 
again  sucked  staff,  faculty 
and  students  dry  and  left  our 
pockets  empty  - or  at  least  it 
feels  that  way. 

In  2007-2008  parking  per- 
mits cost  $365,  but  have 
gradually  increased  since 
then  to  $435  for  an  annual 
pass.  Why  the  $70  jump  in 
price? 

It  certainly  appears  to  be  a 
money  grab. 

The  money  helps  cover 
costs  such  as  snow  removal 
and  maintenance,  but  is  the 
extra  $70  per  person  for  an 
annual  pass  really  neces- 
sary? Students  have  enough 
fees  to  worry  about  without 
throwing  in  a few  hundred 
dollars  a year  to  park  their 
vehicle. 

The  problem  isn’t  just  with 
the  price.  Staff  and  students 
are  paying  for  permits  that 
don’t  guarantee  a parking 
spot,  specifically  in  Lots  10- 
14.  The  school  is  selling  more 
permits  than  spots  available. 

The  rationale:  not  everyone 
attends  classes  Monday 
through  Friday. 

However,  just  because 
everyone’s  schedules  don’t 


Jessica  Martin 

line  up  perfectly  does  it 
mean  students  won’t  be  on 
campus.  Students  still  come 
to  school  to  access  the 
resources  available,  join  in 
school  activities,  study  in  the 
library  or  to  talk  to  a teacher 
or  tutor. 

Conestoga  should  consider 
running  a system  such  as  the 
one  at  the  Wilfrid  Laurier 
campus  in  Brantford.  Instead 
of  just  purchasing  a permit 
for  a parking  lot,  they  buy  a 
specific  parking  spot.  This 
guarantees  they  will  have  a 
place  to  park  each  and  every 
morning  without  having  to 
raise  their  fists. 

Conestoga  College  is  not 
the  only  campus  with  pricey 
parking  and  problems  with 
availability. 

Dan  Middlemiss,  a profes- 
sor at  Dalhousie  University 
in  Halifax,  left  his  profession 
of  31  years  on  Aug.  29 
because  of  a shortage  in 


parking. 

Middlemiss  gave  up  his  spot 
in  line  after  waiting  for  a cou- 
ple of  hours  to  buy  a parking 
pass,  according  to  a CBC 
news  report.  He  had  been 
waiting  in  the  line  along  with 
hundreds  of  other  people  to 

buy  one  of  the  2,000  parking 

passes  available  to  the  17,000 
students  and  3,000  employ- 
ees at  the  school. 

He  gave  in  to  his  frustration, 
left  the  line  and  quit  his  job. 

“I  went  straight  upstairs 
and  I said,  T’m  not  kidding 
this  time,  I don’t  have  to  put 
up  with  this.  I’m  resigning,”’ 
he  told  the  CBC  news 
reporter. 

As  reason  for  his  aggrava- 
tion, he  told  the  reporter  his 
early  morning  routine. 
Middlemiss  said  he  would 
leave  his  house  around  6:30 
a.m.  to  ensure  he  got  a park- 
ing spot,  even  though  he  did- 
n’t have  to  teach  until  2:30  in 
the  afternoon. 

Parking  at  Conestoga  may 
not  be  quite  as  limited  and 
difficult  as  parking  at 
Dalhousie,  but  it  is  certainly 
not  perfect. 

Unfortunately,  not  all  of  us 
have  the  luxury  of  walking 
away  from  the  problem. 
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Students  flip  for  pancakes 


By  KAREN  HAYNES 


Aunt  Jemima  would  have 
been  proud. 

Whether  they  woke  up  early 
or  stopped  by  before  their 
first  class,  many  Conestoga 
students  ate  free  pancakes 
with  syrup  for  breakfast  on 
Sept.  9. 

The  annual  pancake 
breakfast,  organized  by 
Conestoga  Students  Inc., 
started  at  9 a.m.  in  the 
Sanctuary.  Soon  after,  the 
lineup  of  hungry  students 
extended  out  the  door  and 
down  the  hall. 

Nearly  800  pancakes  were 
made  for  the  morning  give- 
away said  Ciara  Byrne,  CSI 
president,  who  helped 
served  two  pancakes  per 


person. 

Sarah  White  and  Jillian 
Delahunty,  both  third-year 
accounting  students,  were 
grateful  for  the  free  fare. 
Delahunty  smiled  and  said 
she  would  not  have  other- 
wise had  breakfast  before  her 
morning  class. 

Levon,  a Peterborough- 
based  band,  played  live 
music  during  the  breakfast. 
Despite  missing  one  member 
of  their  five-man  band, 
Levon  entertained  those  in 
attendance  with  their  tradi- 
tional Canadian  rock 
melodies.  More  information 
about  their  music  is  avail- 
able online  at  www.levonmu- 
sic.ca. 

While  college  services  have 
been  affected  by  -Jrhe 


provincewide  strike  of 
Ontario  college  support  staff 
workers,  CSI  welcomed  the 
upbeat  and  positive  atti- 
tudes of  students  during  CSI 
events  last  week,  said  Byrne. 

“I’ve  not  heard  anything 
negative,”  she  said. 

Although  students  may  not 
have  access  to  all  of  the  col- 
lege’s regular  services,  the 
pancake  breakfast  and  other 
CSI  events  are  meant  to  cre- 
ate the  college  experience  for 
students,  said  Bjrrne. 

“It’s  the  first  week  back  to 
school.” 

In  addition  to  the  pancake 
breakfast.  White  said  she 
attended  and  enjoyed  other 
CSI  events  the  first  week  of 
school,  including  the  Pond 
Party  on  Sept.  8. 
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Students  at  Conestoga  College  were  each  given  two  pancakes  after 
waiting  in  line  at  the  free  pancake  breakfast  on  Sept.  9.  The  break- 
fast was  hosted  by  Conestoga  Students  Inc. 


Students  must  deal 
with  maintenance 
problems 


By  ASHLEY 

WELFORP-COSTELLOE 

One  of  the  most  stressful 
times  for  college  students  is 
usually  the  first  week  of 
school,  especially  for  those 
who  are  moving  into  resi- 
dence. For  many,  it’s  their 
first  time  away  from  home. 

There’s  the  issue  of  having 
to  share  a room  with  a com- 
plete stranger,  registering  for 
classes  and  the  odd  mainte- 
nance problem  with  the 
rooms. 

‘When  I moved  in,  I didn’t 
experience  any  major  prob- 
lems, but  I did  have  a few 
inconveniences.  I didn’t  have 
a door  (to  the  bedroom),  bed 
cover,  garbage  can  for  the 
bathroom  or  microwave 
plate,”  said  Larissa  Luke, 
who  is  in  the  first  year  of  the 
hearing  instrument  specialist 
program.  “I  just  filled  out  a 


form  at  the  residence  front 
desk  and  they  got  me  my 
things  within  that  first 
week.” 

The  students  are  not  the 
only  ones  who  find  the  first 
week  stressful.  The  residence 
staff  have  a lot  to  deal  with  as 
well.  Jennifer  Cosley,  a cus- 
tomer service  representative 
at  Conestoga  residence,  said 
that  move-in  day  went 
smoothly.  The  issues  came  up 
afterward. 

Cosley  said  that  most  of 
the  issues  involved  mainte- 
nance in  the  rooms. 

“Scratches  and  dents  in  the 
furniture  have  been  the 
biggest  one,”  she  said,  refer- 
ring to  the  condition  of  some 
of  the  furniture  in  the  rooms. 

She  also  said  that  another 
issue  was  trying  to  get  the 
rules  across  to  the  students. 

“That’s  still  an  ongoing 
battle.” 
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Long  lines  try  people’s  patience 


You  can  count  on  them 


By  TORIE  ROTH 

All  full-time  students  at 
Conestoga  College  have  access 
to  the  college’s  Counselling 
Services.  Students  can  make 
an  appointment  with  the  staff 
there  for  a wide  range  of  prob- 
lems, whether  there’s  a crisis 
or  a personal,  career  or  aca- 
demic issue. 

“Special  needs”  can  be  con- 
sidered minor  or  major.  They 
can  include  a person  suffering 
emotionally  due  to  a break  up, 
a person  with  financial  need  or 
a person  with  a mental  disor- 
der. 

Generally,  students  would 
need  to  make  an  appointment 
to  see  a counsellor.  However,  if 
you  are  in  a crisis  and  need  to 
be  seen  immediately,  you  wdl 
not  be  denied,  as  long  as  it  is 
urgent.  There  is  always  a 
counsellor  on  “crisis  duty.” 

Personal  counseUing  can  be 
any  issue  that  a student  may 
feel  is  interfering  with  their 
personal  life.  If  a student 
comes  in  with  an  issue  that  the 


counselling  department  does 
not  cover,  that  student  wdl  be 
referred  within  the  community 
depending  on  his  or  her  needs. 
The  student’s  needs  may 
require  something  the  coun- 
selling department  doesn’t 
offer,  but  it  works  both  ways;  if 
students  themselves  feel  that 
they  do  not  want  counseUing 
within  the  school,  the  coun- 
selhng  department  would  then 
help  the  student  to  find  suit- 
able arrangements  within  the 
community. 

“Sometimes  we  may  refer 
someone  outside  the  college 
into  the  community  because 
we  may  not  have  a certain 
background,”  said  Barb 
Kraler,  co-ordinator  of 
Counselhng  Services  at  Boon 
campus.  “Part  of  what  our  job 
is,  is  to  help  people  assess 
what  the  problem  is  and  if  we 
should  continue  doing  the 
counselhng  ourselves  or  if  it 
seems  more  appropriate  to 
facilitate  that  student  help 
within  the  community.” 

Students  contemplating 


whether  or  not  they  want  to  go 
to  university  after  college  or  if 
they  want  to  switch  programs 
can  visit  Career  Services,  a dif- 
ferent college  department,  but 
if  it  is  an  issue  regarding  both 
education  and  emotion,  the 
counseUing  department  wiU  be 
glad  to  help  with  those  more 
complex  issues.  This  can 
include  academic  counselhng  if 
a student  is  wondering  or  wor- 
ried that  he  or  she  may  have  a 
learning  disability. 

Counselhng  would  assess  what 
the  barriers  are  and  look  at  a 
plan  to  help. 

There  are  seven  counsellors 
at  Conestoga  College,  some  of 
whom  travel  to  the  Cambridge, 
Waterloo  and  Guelph  campus- 
es as  weU.  AU  counsellors  have 
a master’s  degree  in  various 
types  of  social  work  or  educa- 
tion and  counseUing.  They  are 
also  all  trained  in  personal 
counselhng. 

To  make  an  appointment, 
drop  into  Room  lAlOl  at  Boon 
campus  or  caU  519-748-5220, 
ext.  3360. 


By  SARAH  SHAW 


Conestoga  College  students  are  hoping  that 
a new  page  will  be  turned  sooner  rather  than 
later  on  campus. 

Limited  hours  at  the  on-campus  bookstore 
due  to  a provincewide  strike  by  support  staff 
at  Ontario  colleges  has  frustrated  and  caused 
numerous  setbacks  to  students  trying  to  get 
books  and  supplies. 

With  a cutback  in  hours  and  fewer  staff  at 
the  store,  students  have  been  facing  large 
lineups  to  get  their  books,  some  even  standing 
in  line  for  three  or  four  hours. 

“Getting  books  this  year  is  a big  hassle.  I 
have  been  checking  the  line  everyday.  I’ve 
been  at  school  and  the  line  just  to  get  into  the 
bookstore  usually  spans  down  the  entire  hall- 
way,” said  second-year  student  Courtney 
Parker. 

Bylan  Hoffman,  a first-year  student  who  is 
facing  the  pressure  of  starting  college,  now 
has  the  added  stress  of  trying  to  get  every- 
thing he  needs  to  prepare  for  his  classes. 

“I  haven’t  got  my  books  yet  because  every 
time  I go  there  is  way  too  much  of  a lineup  and 
I’ve  been  late  because  of  the  strikers,”  he  said. 

However,  with  a lack  of  staff,  the  bookstore’s 
few  employees  have  been  trjdng  to  keep  up 
with  the  rush  that  the  first  couple  of  weeks  of 
classes  demand. 

“We’re  doing  our  best,”  said  manager  Adam 
Hustwitt,  adding,  “We’re  missing  six  full-time 
staff.” 

With  a smaller  group  running  the  bookstore 
and  hours  being  cut,  students  are  finding  it 
harder  and  more  frustrating  to  make  it  there 
on  time  between  classes. 

“Students  get  frustrated  that  the  bookstore 
is  only  open  when  they  are  in  class  and  then 
closed  when  they  are  done  class,”  said  first- 
year  student  Jake  Bulley. 

The  bookstore,  which  has  changed  its  hours 
and  will  now  be  open  from  10:30  a.m.  until 
6:30  p.m.,  is  offering  web  ordering  on  top  of 
the  extended  hours,  although  they  can  only  do 
some  much  with  current  staffing. 
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Conestoga  College  students  at  the  Doon  campus  wait  in  line  for  a chance  to  enter  the  only  on-campus  bookstore  Sept. 
8.  Students  have  been  facing  wait  times  of  over  two  hours  at  the  Kitchener  campus. 


“We  have  to  have  downtime  to  get  back  of 
house  orders,”  said  Hustwitt  of  all  the  incom- 
ing online  orders  the  bookstore  is  receiving,  on 
top  of  everjrthing  else. 

However,  if  the  strike  continues,  students 
can  expect  large  lines,  delayed  wait  times  and 
different  hours  as  the  bookstore  tries  to  keep 
up  with  the  amount  of  students  trying  to  get 
their  supplies. 

For  more  information  on  the  bookstore’s 
hours,  online  orders  or  changes  to  services, 
visit  the  Conestoga  College  website  at 
www.conestogac.on.ca. 


STUDENT  SPECIAL 

The  good  life.  Made  easy. 


Join  Today! 


+ tax 


GoodLife  1 -800-597-1  FIT 
FITNESS,  goodlifefitness.com 

•When  joining  you  will  be  required  to  pay  S409  plus  applicable  tax.  No  additional  fees  are  required  above  the 
specified  membership  fee.  Must  be  18  years  of  age  or  older  with  a valid  student  ID.  Membership  expires  8 
months  from  date  of  purchase.  Limited  time  offer  One  club  price  only.  Offer  valid  at  participating  clubs  only 
Other  conditions  may  apply,  see  club  lor  details.  - 
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Path  to  college  daunting  to  some 


By  RACHEL  HENRY 

As  many  families  settle  into 
the  routine  of  back  to  school, 
some  high  school  graduates 
have  begun  a new  routine. 

With  tuition  costs  skyrock- 
eting, these  students  say  they 
do  not  have  the  funds  to 
attend  college  right  out  of 
high  school,  even  with  finan- 
cial assistance  from  the 
Ontario  Student  Assistance 
Program  and  other  bursaries. 

Regardless  of  the  push  from 
friends,  family  and  high 
school  counsellors  to  attend  a 
post-secondary  institution, 
many  students  opt  to  take  a 
gap  year  to  work  full  time  in 
an  effort  to  save  money. 

Sara  Rickert,  an  Eastwood 


Collegiate  Institute  graduate, 
agreed  that  the  pressure  can 
be  overwhelming. 

‘Tou  just  get  out  of  high 
school  and  you’re  still  a 
teenager.  (It’s)  time  to  decide 
what  you  want  to  do  with  the 
rest  of  your  life  or  you’ll  be 
flipping  burgers  forever,”  she 
said. 

Many  students  say  that 
they  believe  a “good”  job  is 
unattainable  without  a 
degree  or  at  the  very  least,  a 
diploma.  Rickert  said  she 
thinks  finding  a job  is  easier 
for  her  now  as  a student  with 
no  responsibilities. 

“During  school.  Booster 
Juice  is  fine.  But  not  after^j^” 
she  said. 

Rickert  said  she  was  accept- 


ed to  every  university  she 
applied  to,  but  lack  of 
finances  is  preventing  her 
from  pursuing  her  dream 
career  as  an  archaeologist. 

Pursuing  a dream  job  might 
be  less  of  a struggle  for  young 
adults  if  tuition  costs  were 
lower. 

“Everyone  goes  to  high 
school,  except  for  a very,  very 
select  few.  If  tuition  was 
lower,  and  you  really  wanted 
to  do  something,  you  could. 
There’s  nothing  else  holding 
you  back,”  Rickert  explained. 

Sarah  Doucette,  a former 
Conestoga  College  student  in 
the  midst  of  a program 
change,  had  a slightly  differ- 
ent opinion  in  regard  to 
tuition  costs. 


‘You’re  paying  to  be  taught 
what  you’re  going  to  be  doing 
for  the  rest  of  your  life,” 
Doucette  said.  “That’s  what 
it’s  all  about.  You  have  to  try 
things  to  decide  what  you’re 
going  to  do.  You  have  to  put 
in  your  time  and  money  to  get 
a higher  paying  job.” 

The  Liberal  party  recently 
launched  their  new  platform 
for  the  Oct.  6 election,  promis- 
ing “a  new  tuition  grant  for 
full-time  undergraduate  stu- 
dents from  lower-  and  middle- 
income  families  that  will  save 
$1,600  per  student  in  univer- 
sity and  $730  per  student  in 
college,  annually,”  according 
to  Dalton  McGuinty’s  The 
Ontario  Way  website. 

Alternatively,  the 


Progressive  Conservative 
party  is  promising  to  create 
up  to  60,000  post-secondary 
spaces  in  Ontario.  They  are 
also  promising  to  “find  new 
ways  to  ensure  access,  afford- 
ability and  excellence  in  our 
post-secondary  institutions,” 
as  well  as  “raise  the  threshold 
on  financial  support  to  make 
it  more  accessible  for  middle- 
class  families  to  send  their 
children  to  college  or  univer- 
sity,” according  to  the  Ontario 
PC  Party  website. 

If  the  parties  follow  through 
with  the  financial  aid  they 
are  promising,  future  high 
school  graduates  might  find 
the  path  to  post-secondary 
education  a little  easier  to 
tread. 


Aboriginal  Services  popular 
with  students  from  all  over 


By  ANDREW  OMRAN 

Why  are  the  Aboriginal 
services  being  offered  at 
Conestoga  so  appealing  to 
students  of  other  nationali- 
ties? 

Myeengun  Henry,  manager 
of  the  Aboriginal  Services 
department  at  the  Doon  cam- 
pus, was  pleasantly  surprised 
that  these  services  are 
attracting  more  than  just  the 
Aboriginal  students  of 
Conestoga  College. 

“Friendships  have  been 
formed  with  Aboriginal  stu- 
dents and  students  from 
Mexico  and  El  Salvador  and 
even  some  Asian  countries;  it 
is  nice  to  see  the  linkages 
being  formed  and  all  are  wel- 
comed.” 

His  reasoning  for  why  these 
services  are  so  popular 
amongst  other  nationalities  is 
also  fascinating. 

“Aboriginal  Services  is 


attracting  other  indigenous 
people  from  various  back- 
grounds possibly  because  of 
the  natural  connection 
indigenous  share,”  he  said. 


U 


Friendships  have  been 
formed  with  Aboriginal 
students  and  students 
from  Mexico  and 


El  Salvador  and  even 
some  Asian  countries. 
- Myeengun  Henry 


The  services  offered  will 
include  gatherings  such  as 
powwows,  socials  and  week- 
ly luncheons  that  will  con- 
sist of  traditional  food  such 
corn  soup  and  aboriginal 
tacos. 


The  luncheons  will  take 
place  at  the  campus’s  wood- 
working building. 

The  annual  powwow,  which 
had  the  school’s  recreation 
centre  packed  last  year,  will 
take  place  Feb.  25,  2012. 

Last  year  there  were 
approximately  200  Aboriginal 
students  at  Conestoga 
College  but  that  number  is 
growing  with  300  now  on 
campus. 

Myeengun  will  also  be  host- 
ing a one-hour-long  radio 
show  called  Nish-Vibes  on 
Conestoga’s  radio  station, 
CJIQ,  every  morning  at  7 
a.m.  It  will  include  teachings, 
discussions  on  current  events 
and  feature  Aboriginal  come- 
dy. 

For  more  information, 
Myeengun  Henry  can  be 
reached  at  mhenry@conesto- 
gac.on.ca  or  at  the  Aboriginal 
Student  Services  office  in 
Room  1A103. 


PHOTO  BY  ANDREW  OMRAN 

Myeengun  Henry  at  the  Aboriginal  Student  Services  office  spoke 
about  upcoming  events  and  hot  topics. 


Rogers’  new  lineup  of  shows  sure  to  keep  you  entertained 


By  NICOLE  JOBES 

Free  yourself  from  True 
Blood  and  Jersey  Shore; 
Rogers  TV  has  so  many  new 
and  exciting  shows  that 
you’re  bound  to  find  one  you 
like. 

School  is  back  in  session 
and  schedules  are  jam- 
packed;  it  seems  students  are 
finding  it  harder  and  harder 
to  find  time  to  hit  the  gym. 
With  new  shows  such  as 
Beech  Body,  Rogers  TV  gives 
students  the  option  of  sta5dng 
home  and  working  out  the 
Monday  blues  rather  than 


making  the  trek  to  athletic 
centres. 

Rogers  has  an  invigorating 
new  lineup  to  keep  viewers 
warm  and  entertained  this 
season  as  the  weather  gets 
colder.  Humber  College 
graduate,  Taylor  Beech, 
hosts  Beech  Body,  a 25- 
minute  workout  that  is  “fun 
and  challenging,”  according 
to  part-time  Conestoga  col- 
lege student  Gregory  Spiteri, 
23. 

Gregory  exercised  at 
Beech’s  gym  in  Guelph, 
Vitality  Fitness,  during  the 
summer.  While  he  did  not 


ever  meet  Beech,  he  was  told 
about  the  show  by  some  work 
out  buddies  and  was  pleas- 
antly surprised  with  the  con- 
tent. 

With  more  than  40,000 
hours  of  experience  in  person- 
al training.  Beech  offers  stu- 
dents a workout  that  is  ener- 
gizing and  fun,  while  helping 
them  keep  their  jeans  fitting 
right. 

Catch  Beech’s  unique  work- 
outs Tuesdays  at  2:30  p.m.  or 
early  Saturday  and  Sunday 
at  7:30  a.m. 

If  you  would  rather  workout 
your  hockey  jerseys  and  take 


in  some  Rangers  action, 
Forbes  Kitchener  Rangers 
Hockey  returns  with  an 
extensive  lineup  of  Rangers’ 
home  and  away  games. 

“Last  year  during  the  sea- 
son it  was  the  most  reliable 
source  of  rookie  news,”  said 
Jeremy  Rau,  a Conestoga  law 
and  security  administration 
student  and  avid  Rangers 
fan. 

“I  basically  watched  it  like  it 
was  my  job.” 

If  hockey  doesn’t  awaken 
your  soul,  and  you  crave  some 
musical  influence,  then  I On 
Music  is  your  source  for  all 


things  indie  on  the  local 
music  scene.  Each  week,  host 
Carrie  Humphries,  a 
Conestoga  college  graduate, 
will  take  viewers  backstage  to 
showcase  some  of  the  hardest 
working  unsigned  talent  in 
the  region. 

At  the  end  of  the  day,  if 
none  of  these  shows  meet 
your  needs,  you  can  always 
participate  in  the  traditional 
TV  Bingo.  If  you  feel  lucky, 
viewers  have  the  chance  to 
win  their  share  of  $3,000  in 
weekly  prizes  and  you  will 
also  be  supporting  local  Lions 
Clubs  and  charities. 
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By  ELISSA  DEN  HOED 


Life  is  a ride  running  a camivai 


Anyone  who  goes  to  a fair, 
such  as  the  Cambridge  Fall 
Fair  held  in  Dickson  Park  last 
week,  can  count  on  having  a 
relaxing,  fun  and  stress-free 
time.  Unless  you’re  the  com- 
pany supplying  the  rides, 
games  and  food  concessions 
that  contribute  to  a large  part 
of  the  fair  experience. 

From  the  time  of  arrival,  it’s 
a mad  two  days  of  setting  up, 
a crazy  few  days  of  fair  traffic, 
and  a long  night  tearing  down 
before  heading  back  down  the 
road.  Not  to  mention  dealing 
with  whatever  might  go 
wrong  in  between. 

Family-owned  and  operated 
Campbell  Amusements  has 
been  travelling  the  Ontario, 
Quebec  and  Maritime  circuit 
since  1967.  The  amusement 
company  is  split  into  two 
units,  orange  and  blue,  with 
each  travelling  a different 
route.  The  orange  unit 
stopped  at  the  Cambridge  Fall 
Fair  from  Sept.  6 to  11,  bring- 
ing along  a few  of  its  45  rides 
and  attractions,  including 
favourites  such  as  the  Tilt-A- 
Whirl,  carousel.  Scrambler 
and  an  assortment  of  family 
and  ‘Tdddie”  rides,  as  well  as 
games  and  concessions. 

Danny  Campbell,  41, 
owner/manager  and  former 
Conestoga  College  student, 
was  born  with  the  carnival 
business  in  his  blood.  Like  his 
father  before  him,  he  plans  on 
making  a life  of  it.  “There  has- 
n’t been  a year  when  I wasn’t 
travelling  with  the  carnival,” 
he  said.  He’s  got  a lot  to  keep 
track  of  but  isn’t  too  worried 
about  how  the  blue  unit  is 
doing  over  at  the  Orillia  Fair. 
“I  have  really  good  supervi- 
sors,” he  chuckles. 

He  started  working  the 
games  at  the  age  of  11  and 
now  drives  around  the  lot  in  a 
golf  cart,  supervising  all  the 
work  that  goes  into  setting  up 


PHOTO  BY  ELISSA  DEN  HOED 

Danny  Campbell,  owner/man- 
ager of  Campbell  Amusements, 
takes  a break  from  his  golf  cart 
parked  in  front  of  the  carousel 
at  the  Cambridge  Fail  Fair  on 
Sept.  9. 

a show.  Today  he’s  wearing 
shades  and  a light  blue  sweat- 
shirt and  sports  a neatly 
trimmed  goatee.  Many  of  his 
staff  linger  near  their  stations 
in  front  of  rides  or  games, 
chatting  with  one  another  or 
doing  last-minute  checks. 

Campbell  has  over  50  staff 
on  the  payroll.  No  one  brings 
their  kids  on  the  road  - even 
Danny’s  two  kids  stay  at 
home  in  Brantford  — but  there 
are  a few  pets  around  the 
show,  including  a small  terri- 
er and  a carny  cat  on  a leash. 
Many  of  the  staff  are  wearing 
the  company’s  uniform; 
bright  blue  T-shirts  with  the 
Campbell  Amusements  logo, 
a clever  design  of  a C stacked 
on  top  of  an  A,  suggesting  the 
shape  of  a Ferris  wheel. 

Danny’s  staff  doesn’t  live  off 
carnival  food,  as  might  be 
expected.  “We  have  a cook- 
house,” Danny  said.  “We  try 
to  stay  away  from  the  corn 
dogs  and  the  fries.  We  eat 
regular  food,  just  like  you’d 
eat  at  home.” 

Many  of  them  have  been 


PHOTO  BY  NICOLE  JOBES 

The  Cambridge  Fall  Fair  lit  up  the  sky  on  Sept.  9;  the  perfect  weather  gave  rise  to  swarms  of  families 
and  students  eating  cotton  candy  and  riding  the  ferris  wheel. 


travelling  with  the  show  for 
10  years  or  more.  This  is  not 
the  case,  however,  for  Jesse 
McKenna,  25,  an  easygoing 
redhead  with  a twinkle  in  his 
eye,  who  has  been  a ride  oper- 
ator for  a total  of  two  days. 
Originally  from  Brantford,  he 
helped  with  tear- down  during 
the  show’s  last  stop  in  Paris 
and  soon  after  was  offered  a 
job.  “I  slept  on  it,”  Jesse  said, 
standing  in  front  of  the  Berry- 
Go-Round  waiting  for  the  fair 
to  open,  squinting  as  the  sun 
blazed  down.  “And  the  next 
day  I said,  ‘Sure,  I’ll  take  a 
job.’”  He  added,  “All  I did 
before  was  go  to  the  gym  and 
tan.  Now  I’m  doing  something 
with  my  life.” 

So  far,  he  said  he  loves  work- 
ing on  the  carnival.  He  said  a 
lot  of  the  riders  on  the  Berry- 
Go-Round  at  the  Cambridge 
Fall  Fair  were  around  13  or  14 
and  “real  nice”  kids.  “When  I 
let  them  off  the  ride,  they  say, 
‘Thank  you,  sir!’  or  ‘Thank 


you,  mister!’ 

When  asked  if  he  is  making 
a career  of  his  new  job,  Jesse 
said  he  plans  to  finish  the  sea- 
son. “They’ve  got  about  six 
stops  after  this.  Next  year, 
we’U  see.” 

Campbell’s  season  lasts 
from  Easter  to  Thanksgiving. 
The  company  travels  as  far 
north  as  Sault  Ste.  Marie, 
and  Danny  said  that  one  May 
they  saw  snow  — probably  the 
worst  weather  a carnival 
could  ask  for.  But  the  show 
must  go  on,  regardless  of  the 
weather.  “We  set  up  and  tear 
down  in  the  rain.  We’re  open 
when  it  rains,”  Danny  said. 
“We  just  get  fewer  people 
coming  out.” 

Once  the  season  is  over,  the 
show  returns  to  its  home  base 
in  Brantford.  Danny  said 
about  six  people  stick  around 
the  show  during  the  winter 
months.  The  rest  of  the  staff 
find  winter  work,  such  as 
truck  driving,  to  keep  busy 


until  the  spring. 

Weather  wasn’t  an  issue  at 
the  Cambridge  fair.  The  gen- 
erators were  another  story, 
with  one  breaking  down  in 
the  middle  of  operation.  But 
it’s  just  another  show  in 
another  town,  and  Danny’s 
already  seen  it  all. 


MORE  FALL  FAIRS 


■ Burford  Fall  Fair:  Oct. 
8-11,  6 Park  Ave.,  Burford 

■ Drumbo  Fair:  Sept.  23- 
25,  off  Oxford  Road  29, 
Drumbo 

■ Rockton  World’s  Fair: 
Oct.  7-10,  Old  Highway  8, 
Rockton 

■ Erin  Fair:  Oct.  7-10, 
Main  Street,  Erin 

■ Ancaster  Fair:  Sept.  22- 
25,  625  Garner  Rd., 
Ancaster 

■ Tiverton  Fall  Fair: 

Sept.  30-Oct.  2,  61  Ross 
St.,  Tiverton 


PHOTO  BY  DEVON  SMITH 

Shri  Abiramy  Dance  Academy  performs  the  Shri  Krishna  Dance  at 
Mela  2011,  a South  Asian  cultural  fair  which  was  held  in  front  of 
Kitchener  City  Hall  on  Sept.  10. 


Butter  chicken  for  dinner,  anyone? 


By  DEVON  SMITH 

If  you  had  business  at  City 
Hall  on  Sept.  10,  whether  it 
was  paying  a parking  ticket 
or  bringing  the  mayor  a face 
pie,  you  were  sure  to  get  more 
than  you  bargained  for.  Why? 
Because  of  Mela  2011. 

Mela  is  an  annual  South 
Asian  cultural  fair  which 
takes  place  in  the  square  in 
front  of  Kitchener  City  Hall. 
This  year  it  filled  the  square 
with  music,  vibrant  colours 
and  the  smell  of  butter  chick- 
en and  naan  bread. 

Mela  brings  together  busi- 
nesses and  restaurant  owners 
who  are  involved  in  the  South 
Asian  community  and  allows 
them  to  push  their  wares  and 


promote  their  business. 

Mela  chair,  Kokila  Khanna, 
was  pleased  with  this  year’s 
turnout. 

‘We  feel  that  we  had  a larg- 
er crowd  (this  year)  and  it’s 
amazing  the  South  Asian 
community  that  has  support- 
ed us,”  she  said. 

There  was  also  live  enter- 
tainment throughout  the  day. 
Local  dance  groups  and  musi- 
cians put  on  cultural  displays 
for  spectators  in  the  square. 

“They’re  awesome!  Yeah, 
they’ve  done  really  well,  very 
colourful  and  vibrant,”  said 
spectator  Kuljit  Mehan. 

Mehan  has  been  to  the  festi- 
val before  and  said  she  liked 
how  it  promoted  cultural 
awareness  in  the  community. 


Puneet  Kalkat  is  part  of  the 
dance  group.  Josh  Punjab  Da, 
one  of  the  more  anticipated 
performances  of  the  day. 

When  asked  what  it  meant 
to  her  to  be  a part  of  the  fair, 
she  said,  “It  means  a lot, 
we’ve  been  trying  to  promote 
our  group  and  our  culture  for 
a while  now  and  I love  to  be 
here.” 

Mela  is  put  on  by  the  India 
Canada  Association  (ICA). 
ICA  president,  Sheela  Spohn, 
plays  an  integral  role  in 
organizing  the  event. 

“The  South  Asian  communi- 
ty is  so  vibrant  here  and  this 
is  the  perfect  stage  for  them 
to  come  and  showcase  what 
they  have,  what  they  can 
offer,”  said  Spohn. 
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Invigorating  the  youth  vote 


PHOTO  BY  ANDREW  SOULSBY 

Peter  Davis,  an  independent  candidate  in  the  upcoming  Oct.  6 election,  waiks  the  campaign  trail  in 
Waterloo,  knocking  on  doors  and  handing  out  leaflets. 


By  ANDREW  SOULSBY 

An  independent  candidate 
in  the  upcoming  provincial 
election  wants  you  to  vote, 
but  not  necessarily  for  him. 

Peter  Davis  is  a 27-year-old 
Waterloo  native  who  believes 
voting  “is  the  first  step  to 
doing  something  more”  within 
a person’s  community.  His 
interest  in  politics  began  while 
he  studied  international 
affairs  in  Geneva, 
Switzerland.  However,  it  was- 
n’t untH  he  helped  his  mom, 
who  ran  in  last  year’s  munici- 
pal election,  and  another  local 
politician  with  his  campaign 
during  the  past  federal  elec- 
tion, that  he  decided  to  do 
some  good  for  the  community. 

“I  became  more  and  more 
interested  in  local  issues  and 
the  way  people  behave  on  a 
local  level.  They  can  have  a 
very  large  international 
impact.” 

Without  the  financial  back- 
ing of  a party,  Davis  has  had 
to  rely  on  simple  leaflets  and 
traditional  hard  work  such  as 
knocking  on  doors  to  make 
people  aware  of  his  platform- 
less campaign. 

“By  knocking  on  doors,  you 


get  a sense  of  what  people’s 
issues  are,  you  get  a sense  of 
what  they  want  out  of  their 
politicians,”  he  said,  adding 
he  will  base  his  platform  on 
these  issues. 

He’s  also  been  campaigning 
in  less  conventional  ways. 

“I’m  going  to  get  out  on  the 
streets  at  night  when  students 
are  wandering  to  and  from  the 
bars  and  hand  out  leaflets  and 
create  buzz  that  way.” 

He  believes  students 
respond  to  “buzz”  on  social 
networking  sites  such  as 
Twitter  and  Facebook  more 
than  they  do  from  traditional 
news  sources.  He  often 
encourages  people  he  meets 
to  tweet  about  him  using  spe- 
cific hash  tags  geared  toward 
the  upcoming  election. 

Davis  isn’t  the  only  one 
using  social  networking  to 
help  invigorate  youth  partici- 
pation in  politics. 

Leadnow.ca  is  an  Internet- 
based  community  that  is 
advocating  a more  social  expe- 
rience when  rallying  youth  to 
vote  in  elections  by  organizing 
vote  mobs  — the  political  ver- 
sion of  a flash  mob. 

Founded  in  2010,  their 
objectives  are  to  “deepen  our 


democracy,  strengthen  our 
communities,  advance  social 
justice,  extend  economic 
opportunity  and  protect  our 
planet,”  according  to  their 
website.  In  the  past  federal 
election,  they  organized  over 
8,000  people  to  vote. 

In  the  2008  federal  general 


election,  58.8  per  cent  of  the 
eligible  population  turned  out 
to  vote,  the  lowest  recorded  to 
date,  a drop  Elections  Canada 
attributes  to  a long-term 
decline  in  voting  among 
youth. 

Since  then,  Ontario’s  elec- 
tion laws  have  changed  in 
order  to  bring  people  back  to 
the  polls,  especially  students. 
One  such  initiative  is  known 
as  the  special  ballot.  In  addi- 
tion to  voting  in  person,  a per- 
son may  also  vote  by  mail 
using  the  special  ballot,  a 


method  likely  to  appeal  to 
students  who  are  studying 
away  from  their  hometowns. 

Ian  Ferguson,  a first-year 
woodworking  technology  stu- 
dent at  Conestoga  College, 
wasn’t  aware  there  were  any 
elections  coming  up,  though 
when  asked  if  he  would  ever 
vote  for  an  independent  can- 
didate, he  said,  “Sure,  if  I 
knew  where  they  stood  on 
issues.” 

For  more  information  on 
Peter  Davis,  visit  his  website 
at  PeterDavis.ca. 


Conestoga  website  goes  mobile 


To  those  students  who  are  beginning  their  college  career  at  Conestoga, 
welcome!  Right  now  you  are  probably  excited  about  opportunities  to  learn  more 
about  your  area  of  study,  meet  other  students  and  just  find  your  way  around 
campus. 

We  encourage  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  many  services  that  Counselling 
Services  have  designed  to  help  you  be  successful.  Professionally  trained 
counsellors  can  help  you  resolve  barriers  that  stand  in  the  way  of  you  reaching 
your  educational  goals.  Arrange  to  see  a counsellor  if  you  have  academic  or 
personal  concerns  during  your  time  at  Conestoga.  Groups  and  workshops  are 
offered  for  such  issues  as  performance  anxiety,  stress  management  and 
relaxation.  Counselling  is  free,  voluntary  and  confidential.  We  can  also  refer  you 
to  other  College  and  community  resources  that  can  help. 

To  those  students  who  are  returning  for  another  semester  of  study,  welcome 
back!  We  hope  the  coming  term  provides  fresh  ideas  and  challenges,  new 
friends  and  activities  and  brings  you  closer  to  your  academic  goals!  Come  and 
see  us  in  Counselling  Services  if  we  can  help  in  any  way. 


Counselling  Services;  lAlOl 
Student  Life  Centre 


www.conestogac.on.ca/counselling/ 


By  ALEXANDRIA  DEER 

Conestoga  College  students 
are  now  able  to  connect  life 
and  learning  through  a new 
mobile-friendly  website. 

The  college’s  website, 
www.conestogac.on.ca,  is  now 
accessible  through  both  tradi- 
tional computers  and  mobile 
devices  and  no  application  is 
required.  However,  not  all 
students  know  about  the 
changes  to  the  site,  which 
came  into  effect  Aug.  1. 

David  Jack,  a first-year  pre- 
health student  said,  “I  didn’t 
know  about  it.”  When  asked  if 
he  would  ever  use  it,  he  said, 
“No,  I don’t  have  a smart 
phone.” 

The  decision  to  enhance 
access  to  features  and  infor- 
mation on  the  website  was 
made  based  on  the  growing 
number  of  people  who  use 
mobile  devices  to  access  the 
college’s  main  website,  said 
Andreas  Kyricaou  in  a news 
release.  Kyricaou  is  a senior 
web  developer,  who  led  the 
development  project. 

“I  didn’t  know  the  website 
had  been  changed,”  said 
Steven  Froats,  a second-year 
television  broadcast  student. 


PHOTO  BY  ALEXANDRIA  DEER 

Leighanne  Swance,  a first-year 
pre-health  student,  accesses 
the  school’s  mobile-friendly 
website  outside  of  residence, 
Sept.  12. 

“It  would  be  useful  if  they 
were  trying  to  get  last-minute 
updates  on  what  their  class 
was  going  to  do.” 

The  number  of  mobile 
devices  accessing  the  website 
has  doubled  in  the  past  year 
and  accounts  for  almost  nine 
per  cent  of  all  website  traffic. 
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PICK  UP  YOUR  TICKETS  AT  CSI 
SELF  SERVE  AREA,  ROOM  2A108 

VALID  FOR  ALL  LOCATIONS: 


KITCHENER,  TORONTO,  MISSISAUGA,  VAUGHN, 
NIAGARA  FALLS , HAMILTON,  AJAX,  BARRIE, 
LONDON,  OAKVttLE,  CAIGARY,  EDMONTON, 
HALIFAX,  ST.  JOHNS 


SERVICE  LEADER 


WATERLOO  CAMPUS 


CONTACT  Joe  Hefford 
jhefford@conestogac.on.ca 
Waterloo  Campus,  Room  1A16 


CAMBRIDGE  CAMPUS 


CONTACT  Chris  Bolls 
cballs@conestogac.on.ca 
Cambridge  Campus,  Room  AT  208 


VISIT  THE  CSI  WEBSITE  FOR  FULl  JOB  DESCRIPTION: 

WWW.CONESTOGASTUDENTS.COM 


Health  And  Wellness  Office  • Room  2A100  * 51  f -748-51 31  Ext.  30 
For  More  Informotlon  Visit  WWW.CONESfOGASTUDENIS.COM 


CRAM 

SHOPPING 


®^ee/ce 


Relax 

Restore 

Rejuvenate 

OPEN  TO  ALL  STAFF  AND  STUDENTS 

VISIT 

www.conestogastudents.com 

To  book  your  appoinlment. 


Courage  My  Love 


Exclusive,  one  night  only  deals  and  discounts 
for  ticket  holders,  exciting  entertainment  and  more! 

Advance  Tickets  $5*,  At  the  Door  $10. 
Proceeds  go  to  each  school's  charity  of  choice. 


STUDENTS  INC 


7 PM  - MIDNIGHT 


Conestoga  Mall,  550  King  Street  North,  Waterloo 

•After  8pt  advance  tickethoiders  are  subject  to  an  additional  SS  charge  upon  entry. 


Subject  to  event  restrictions  - visit 
conestogamall.com  for  full  details. 


Conestoga  Mai 
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Timmy  Cam  is  uitimate  resource 

View  the  Tim  Hortons’  lineup  from  any  college  computer 


PHOTO  BY  ERIC  MCKENZIE 

Conestoga  College  students,  faculty  and  staff  may  not  ‘always  have  time  for  Tim  Hortons’  as  they 
wait  in  the  long  daily  lineups. 


By  ERIC  MCKENZIE 

For  faculty,  staff  and  stu- 
dents with  a mean  coffee  bean 
fixation  but  little  time,  the 
Timmy  Cam,  which  monitors 
the  size  of  the  Tim  Hortons’ 
lineup,  may  become  their  ulti- 
mate resource  at  Conestoga 
College. 

“Just  a few  days  ago  I heard 
of  it.  Somebody  in  line  was 
talking  about  it,”  said  second- 
year  ECE  student  Caitlin 
Galloway. 

“I  had  no  idea  it  existed,” 
said  Adam  Sawicki,  a second- 
year  business  management 
student. 


That  (the  Timmy  Cam)  is 
a huge  time  saver  and  a 
great  idea. 

- Angeia  Doge 


The  not-so-new  camera  has, 
in  fact,  been  in  place  for  three 
years  outside  the  Tim 
Hortons  above  the  atrium 
landing,  since  the  IT  depart- 


ment decided  to  hook  up  an 
extra  camera  in  2008. 

The  online  feed  is  available 
on  any  computer  on  the 
Conestoga  network,  so  any 


faculty,  staff  or  student 
logged  on  to  any  computer  in 
the  college  can  view  the  line 
to  decide  whether  they  have 
enough  time  to  wait  for  their 


cup  of  joe. 

“In  first  year  our  teacher 
used  to  put  the  Timmy  Cam 
up  for  us  on  our  10-minute 
breaks  so  we  knew  if  we 


would  make  it  back  in  time,” 
said  Malcolm  Scott,  a second- 
year  media  communications 
student. 

To  look  at  the  current  cam- 
era image,  type  timmycam 
into  the  address  box  of  the 
Internet.  To  get  a constant 
feed  of  images  click  on  “java 
mode.”  This  will  update  the 
image  of  the  line  about  every 
30  seconds.  To  refresh  the 
image  push  F5. 

“That  is  a huge  time  saver 
and  a great  idea,”  said 
Angela  Doge,  a second-year 
practical  nursing  student. 

There’s  no  need  to  stress  on 
bad  hair  days  either.  For  pri- 
vacy reasons  the  image  that 
is  broadcast  onto  the  college 
network  has  been  compressed 
and  the  camera  is  slightly  out 
of  focus. 

“We  figured  there  would  be 
some  concern  from  the 
employees  and  the  students 
about  being  seen  on  camera,” 
said  Mike  Abraham,  a techni- 
cal support  specialist  for  the 
college  and  installer  of  the 
Timmy  Cam. 

For  additional  security  the 
Timmy  Cam  is  unavailable 
on  laptops  using  Conestoga’s 
Wi-Fi  that  aren’t  also  logged 
into  the  campus  network. 


PHOTO  BY  BRADLEY  ZORODRAOER 

Dave  Parbhakar,  a second-year  journalism-broadcast  student, 
checks  the  balance  of  his  bank  account  during  a school  day  at 
Conestoga  College  on  Sept.  9.  Students  may  want  to  look  into 
awards  to  help  pay  for  school  as  expenses  pile  up. 


Student  awards  office 
has  lots  of  free  money 


By  BRADLEY  ZORGPRAGER 

It’s  often  said  that  the  best 
things  in  life  are  free,  and  this 
may  be  even  more  true  when 
it’s  free  money. 

Students  attending 

Conestoga  College  may  quality 
for  awards  this  fall,  based  on 
various  criteria. 

Vicki  RusseU,  who  works  in 
the  student  awards  office,  said, 
“We  have  so  many  awards  and 
these  are  wonderful  financial 
opportunities  for  our  stu- 
dents.” 

First-year  students,  who 
completed  either  their  second- 
ary or  post- secondary  educa- 
tion with  a minimum  overall 
average  of  75  per  cent,  may  be 
eligible  for  the  Conestoga 
College  Entrance  Award.  They 
could  walk  away  with  an 
award  worth  somewhere 
between  $500  and  $1,500, 
depending  on  their  marks. 

Students  entering  their  sec- 
ond, third  or  fourth  year  with  a 
grade  point  average  of  3.75 
from  the  2010-11  academic 
year  could  receive  the 
Conestoga  College 


Achievement  Award  - worth 
$500. 

To  be  eligible  for  these 
awards,  applicants  must  have 
lived  in  Ontario  for  at  least  12 
consecutive  months  and  must 
demonstrate  financial  need. 
They  must  also  meet  other, 
award-specific,  criteria. 

These  criteria,  as  well  as 
information  on  other  avail- 
able awards,  bursaries  and 
scholarships,  are  available  on 
the  recently  redesigned  finan- 
cial aid  and  awards  website. 

Dave  Parbhakar,  a second- 
year  journalism-broadcast 
student,  said  he  hasn’t 
applied  for  any  awards  yet 
because  he  doesn’t  know  any- 
thing about  them. 

“I  mean,  I hear  about  bur- 
saries and  awards  and 
things  of  that  nature  and  I 
know  it’s  kind  of  on  us  to  do 
research  about  them  ...  My 
goal  was  to  find  out,  but  not 
this  week  because  it’s  so  hec- 
tic.” 

However,  students  may 
want  to  look  into  awards 
sooner  rather  than  later,  as 
the  application  deadline  for 


the  aforementioned  awards  is 
Sept.  30. 

Parbhakar  looked  on  the 
website  and  found  that  he 
could  be  eligible  for  the 
Rogers  All  News  Radio 
Stations  Student  Scholarship. 
He  plans  to  do  more  research 
on  this  in  the  near  future. 

Students  may  also  want  to 
regularly  check  their 
Conestoga  College  email  as 
the  financial  aid  office  will  be 
sending  information  on  future 
available  awards  at  the 
beginning  of  each  month. 

Although  many  awards 
require  students  to  prove 
financial  need,  those  who 
don’t  need  assistance  should 
still  keep  their  eyes  peeled; 
according  to  a definition  on 
the  website,  an  award  sim- 
ply recognizes  some  form  of 
achievement,  with  no  men- 
tion of  other  requirements. 
Bursaries,  on  the  other 
hand,  are  based  on  financial 
need. 

Scholarships  are  based  on 
students’  academic  perform- 
ance, although  there  may  be 
other  components  to  them. 
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CSI  wants  you  to  get  involved 


PHOTO  BY  MIRIANA  C.  MORALES 


First-year  Conestoga  students,  Brittni  Leis  in  broadcast  teievision,  Jenna  Cann  in  advertising,  and 
Aiianah  Pinhorn  in  print  journaiism,  are  adjusting  to  their  new  school.  They  have  found  the  experience 
enjoyable  so  far. 


By  MARIANA  C.  MORALES 

Whether  you  are  new  to 
Conestoga  College  or  a 
returning  student,  the  first 
week  always  brings  surpris- 
es. Fortunately,  those  provid- 
ed by  Conestoga  Students 
Inc.  (CSI)  were  pleasant 
ones. 

CSI  tries  its  best  to  ensure 
that  all  students  have  the 
chance  to  be  involved  in  the 
various  events  that  happen 
throughout  the  first  few 
weeks. 

Every  year.  Orientation 
week  is  filled  with  informa- 
tion about  upcoming  events 
with  opportunities  to  get 
involved. 

With  the  help  of  Orientation 
leaders  brought  to  you  by  the 
Student  Life  department,  you 
are  guided  to  where  you  need 
to  be  and  made  to  feel  right  at 
home. 

This  year,  CSI  is  trying  to 
give  students  more  free 
things  and  free  concerts 
throughout  the  year. 
President  of  CSI,  Ciara 
Byrrne,  said  their  new  web- 
site, conestogastudents.com. 


is  a new  social  network  that 
they  created  that  offers  stu- 
dents the  chance  to  connect 
and  receive  updates  on  every- 
thing that  is  going  on. 

“We’ve  had  a lot  of  first 
years  sign  up  and  they’re  all 
messaging  me  on  the  CSI 
social  media  part  and  asking 
how  they  can  be  involved, 
and  how  to  get  tickets  to 
things. 

“It’s  really  refreshing  to 
actually  see  a lot  of  students 
wanting  to  attend  and  this 
year  it’s  not  only  first  years, 
it’s  a lot  of  second  and  third 
years  that  are  excited  about 
the  things  that  are  coming,” 
Byrne  said. 

On  Sept.  7,  mentalist 
Wayne  Hoffman  performed 
and  amazed  the  students 
with  his  illusions  and  magic 
tricks. 

For  the  first  time  this  year, 
the  toga  pub  night  will  be 
free  to  those  VIP  students 
who  signed  up  on  the  website 
during  the  free  agenda  give- 
away. 

There  was  also  a comedian 
from  MuchMusic’s  Video  on 
Trial  who  performed  on  Sept. 


14,  and  the  band  Down  With 
Webster  took  to  the  stage  on 
Sept.  17. 


Whether  it’s  free  concerts  or 
comedians  to  entertain  you  in 
your  spare  time,  make  sure  to 


check  CSI’s  website  regularly 
for  upcoming  events  that  you 
do  not  want  to  miss. 


TRAFRC  TRIBULATION  AT  CONESTOGA  COLLEGE 


PHOTO  BY  RACHEL  HENRY 


Traffic  was  still  congested  entering  Conestoga  College’s  Doon  campus  last  week.  Protesters  are  con- 
tinuing to  slow  down  the  traffic,  but  are  no  longer  holding  vehicles  as  long. 

Above  right,  Shawn  DeBruyn  and  Barry  Bremmer,  Conestoga  support  workers,  speak  to  frustrated  stu- 
dents about  the  strike  at  one  entrance  to  the  college  Sept.  8. 
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This  entertainment  has  a big  impact 


PHOTO  BY  REYHAN  ENVER 


The  MT  Space  acting  group  prepares  for  the  Impact  2011  festival  at  their  studio  located  in  Kitchener 
on  Sept.  9.  The  group  includes  (left  to  right)  Badih  AbouChakra,  Brad  Cook,  Pam  Patel,  Jessalyn 
Broadfoot,  Tawiah  Ben  M’Carthy,  Trevor  Copp  and  Nada  Humsi. 


By  REYHAN  ENVER 

Students  are  being  encour- 
aged to  give  theatre  a 
chance. 

Impact  2011  is  a biannual 
event  being  held  by  MT 
Space  in  Kitchener  begin- 
ning Wednesday  at  7 p.m. 
The  first  event  was  held  in 
2009.  The  event  runs  until 
Sunday,  Sept.  25  and  has 
performances  until  10  p.m. 

The  organizers  call  their 
work.  Theatre  for  Social 
Change.  They  take  real  sto- 
ries and  problems  from 
organizations,  groups  or 
institutions  and  improvise 
shows  around  them. 

“People  come  to  us,  usually 
people  working  with  organi- 
zations, to  try  to  discover  a 
different  medium  through 
which  they  can  communi- 
cate to  the  people  that  they 
work  with  and  for,”  said 
Pam  Patel,  artistic  associ- 
ate, conference  co-ordinator 
and  actor  with  MT  Space. 

Many  different  cultural 
groups  from  around  the 
world  will  be  performing  for 
four  days,  including  groups 
from  Colombia,  Lebanon, 
Edmonton,  British 

Columbia  and  three  from 
Waterloo  Region,  one  of 
which  is  the  organizers’  own 
group. 


MT  Space  uses  theatre  as 
a way  to  involve  and  engage 
audiences  in  serious  issues 
that  many  people  face  daily. 
Some  of  the  topics  the  shows 
deal  with  include  gender, 
sexuality,  cultural  and  his- 
torical issues. 

There  will  also  be  confer- 


ences held  throughout  the 
mornings  and  afternoons 
starting  Thursday,  before 
the  evening  festivities.  The 
four-day  conference  usually 
costs  $150,  but  is  only  $25 
for  students,  with  proof  of 
student  ID.  The  fee  is  to 
cover  the  cost  of  food  and 


refreshments  each  day. 

The  discount  is  offered 
specifically  to  make  the  con- 
ferences accessible  to  all 
students. 

“We  want  students  from 
all  disciplines  and  walks  of 
life  to  be  able  to  attend  and 
engage  in  the  discussion 


and  voice  their  opinion  in 
Canadian  theatre  and 
Canadian  theatre  prac- 
tices,”said  Nick  Cumming, 
artistic  associate  and 
graphic  designer  of  MT 
Space. 

There  will  be  discounts  on 
all  of  the  paid  performances 
as  well.  A party  is  held  on 
Saturday  night  at  the 
Chrysalids  Theatre  (former- 
ly known  as  The  Gig),  and 
costs  $10. 

Free  programs  are  also 
available  for  those  who  are 
looking  to  save  some  money. 
Small  presentations  includ- 
ing music,  dance,  spoken 
word  and  burlesque  are  held 
to  ensure  that  local  artists 
and  students  can  network 
with  the  international 
artists. 

“The  idea  is  to  create  a 
meeting  space  that  is  fun 
and  that  will  hopefully 
result  in  more  ideas,  col- 
laborations, art  happen- 
ings and  cultural  events,” 
Cummings  said. 

The  festival  will  focus  on 
engaging  the  audience  as 
they  learn  about  displace- 
ment of  Aboriginals  and 
immigrants.  MT  Space  has 
a goal  to  use  theatre  to  get 
people  involved  in  cultural 
and  all  other  issues  we  face 
today. 


Hoffman  stuns  Sanctuary  students 


Pond  Party  a splash 


By  DANIEL  MACLEOD 

In  the  words  of  Willie  Nelson, 
“After  so  many  readings.  I’m  sur- 
prised to  find  my  mind  still  fairly 
sound.”  I was  surprised,  consider- 
ing how  many  times  it  was  boggled 
and  blown  in  the  course  of  an  hour 
by  the  charismatic,  outstanding 
and,  above  all,  believable  mentalist 
Wayne  Hoffman. 

If  you  were  in  the  Sanctuary  at 
noon  on  Sept.  7,  then  you  probably 
know  what  I’m  talking  about.  But 
what  really  kept  my  interest  wasn’t 
the  illusions  and  mind  readings 
alone;  it  was  the  scientific  basis 
with  which  he  explained  his  tal- 
ents. In  our  modern  day  of  skepti- 
cism, cynicism  and  flat  out  lack  of 
faith,  it’s  become  a drag  to  listen  to 
some  New  Age  flake  droning  on 
about  contacting  spirits  and  chan- 
nelling chakras.  Hoffman,  however, 
takes  time  out  during  his  act  to 
briefly  explain  things  such  as  how 
his  studies  into  sociology,  psycholo- 
gy and  human  behaviour  are  really 
the  root  of  his  skill  in  “mind  read- 
ing.” 

However,  no  amount  of  statistical 
knowledge  could  possibly  explain 
the  jaw-dropping  illusions  he 
shared  with  Conestoga  College  stu- 
dents. 

Amazing  feats  such  as  his  psy- 
chokinesis abilities,  which  he  used 
to  change  the  time  on  one  student’s 
watch  and  take  a picture  with 
another  student’s  camera  without 
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Mentalist  Wayne  Hoffman  per- 
formed in  the  Sanctuary  at  noon  on 
Sept.  7. 

touching  either.  But  these  didn’t 
even  come  close  to  his  stunning 
finale  where  he  uncrumpled, 
resealed,  and  then  somehow  filled  a 
Coke  can  without  it  ever  leaving 
the  crowd’s  sight. 

Even  after  the  show,  Hoffman 
still  went  on  shocking  and  amaz- 
ing. During  the  middle  of  the  show, 
he  had  asked  everyone  to  write 
something  down  so  he  could  pick 
out  random  people  and  declare 
what  they’d  written. 


After  the  show,  I went  up  to  take 
his  portrait  picture.  I got  curious 
and  asked  him  if  he  could  guess  the 
name  that  was  written  on  my  hand. 

He  told  me  apologetically  that  he 
didn’t  have  time  to  figure  if  out  and 
he  asked  me  what  it  was,  seeming- 
ly out  of  curiosity.  I told  him  it  was 
Oscar  Wilde.  He  then  asked  me  my 
birthday,  to  which  I suspiciously 
answered  Sept.  2.  Then  right  before 
my  eyes,  he  sat  down,  took  his  shoe 
off  and  pulled  out  a small  piece  of 
paper  that  said  “Oscar  9/02.”  I was 
astounded. 

At  no  point  did  he  have  the  time 
or  means  to  write  anything  down 
and  put  it  in  his  shoe.  He  explained 
that  everyone’s  brains  give  off  elec- 
tric signals  and  he  picks  up  on 
them  at  random  without  knowing 
who  they  belong  to.  So  he  writes 
them  down  and  puts  them  in  his 
shoe. 

Sometimes  they  come  up  in  his 
act,  sometimes  they  come  up  when 
he’s  answering  questions  after  the 
show,  but  sometimes  he  goes  home 
at  the  end  of  the  night  with  a shoe 
full  of  unfulfilled  thoughts. 

Hoffman  proved  in  one  lunch 
hour  that  he  is  certainly  a man  of 
no  small  talent.  He’s  appeared  on 
such  shows  as  Ellen  Degeneres  and 
Howard  Stern.  In  addition,  he  per- 
forms at  banquets,  trade  shows  and 
other  venues,  and  does  keynote 
speaking.  For  further  information 
about  mentalism  contact  him  at 
www.hoffmanmagic.com. 


By  DREW  LOGAN 

Conestoga  Students  Inc.  made  a big  splash 
at  this  year’s  Pond  Party. 

On  Sept.  8 hundreds  of  students  swarmed 
the  event  to  indulge  in  free  food,  beverages 
and  entertainment,  all  courtesy  of  CSI. 

The  recent  Conestoga  support  staff  strike 
caused  worry  that  there  would  be  a delay  in 
goods  ordered  for  the  event. 

But  that  wasn’t  the  case. 

The  thought  of  food,  drink  and  music  had 
students  pouring  out  the  Sanctuary  doors  10 
minutes  before  the  event  even  started. 

“For  an  event  that  hasn’t  started  yet,  it  sure 
seems  pretty  busy,”  said  first-year  police 
foundations  student  Terry  Osmond. 

“It  looks  like  we  did  a real  good  job  here. 
The  students  are  hungry!”  laughed  counsellor 
Barb  Kraler,  who  had  volunteered  to  cook 
burgers  for  the  event. 

Local  band  Arkells  rocked  the  outdoor  stage 
with  both  new  and  old  music  throughout  the 
afternoon.  The  five-year-old  alternative  rock 
band  originates  from  Hamilton. 

Free  T-shirts,  cups  and  sanitizers  were 
given  to  the  students,  handed  out  by 
Conestoga  volunteers  and  CSI.  Chances  of 
winning  free  admission  to  local  events  - such 
as  Bingemans’  Screampark  — were  offered  at 
the  party  as  well. 

CSI  also  organized  entertainment  booths  to 
run  alongside  the  Pond  Party  including  one 
booth  that  offered  a 10-minute  massage. 

Students  left  with  their  clothes  dry  and  bel- 
lies full. 

Cloudy  weather  threatened  the  afternoon, 
but  no  rain  came  to  the  Pond  Party  this  year. 

“Everything  turned  out  better  than  expect- 
ed,” said  CSI  president  Ciara  Byrne. 
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By  BRENDAN  DALEY 

A Conestoga  College  gradu- 
ate has  set  the  bar  high,  hop- 
ing to  muscle  his  way  into  the 
position  of  national  bodybudd- 
ing  champion. 

Derek  Rafla,  a 21-year-old 
general  business  graduate,  is 
confident  that  he  will  be  head- 
ing to  the  Ontario  Physique 
Association  nationals. 

However,  neither  second  nor 
third  place  will  satisfy  Rafla’s 
appetite.  Instead,  he  plans  on 
sinking  his  teeth  into  a first- 
place  victory. 

Rafla  has  been  working  out 
since  his  senior  year  of  high 
school.  A former  power  lifter, 
Rafla  decided  to  make  the 
transition  into  bodybuilding 
after  he  sustained  multiple 
injuries  such  as  a blown  rota- 
tor cuff.  A result-driven  indi- 
vidual, Rafla  was  motivated  to 
continue  after  noticing  rapid 
physical  changes  to  his  body. 

Although  yoimg,  Rafla  has 
plenty  of  experience  compet- 
ing. He  has  been  working  out 
for  four  years  and  has  been 
competing  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  He  competed  in  the 
Ultimate  Fitness  Events  jun- 
ior and  open  Iight-heav5rweight 


categories,  placing  second  and 
third  respectively. 

According  to  OPA  president 
Ron  Hache,  the  OPA  is 
Canada’s  largest  physique 
organization  in  terms  of  the 
number  of  competitions  and 
competitors.  Of  the  many  com- 
petitors, Rafla  must  be  able  to 
stand  out  within  a group  of  all- 
natural bodybuilders. 

Competitors  will  be  judged 
based  on  muscle  mass  and 
development,  and  how  they 
present  themselves  via  posing, 
appearance,  etc. 

“I  have  to  make  sure  I train 
hard  enough  until  the  provin- 
cials to  get  first  place.  My  goal 
over  the  next  year  is  to  gain  18 
pounds.  If  I want  to  be  the  best 
I can,  than  I have  to  be  at  the 
top  of  my  weight  category.” 

Rafla,  who  can  bench  press 
325  pounds,  has  committed  to 
a daily  routine  that  consists  of 
two  30-minute  cardio  sessions 
and  a trip  to  the  gym.  In  addi- 
tion, he  consumes  only  high- 
protein  food  sources  such  as 
turkey-bacon,  milk  and  egg 
whites  for  a total  of  5,000  calo- 
ries per  day  during  the  pre- 
competition stage. 

“With  the  pre-competition,  I 
go  into  my  own  world  and  it 


Ml  fels  firtHre 
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Derek  Rafla,  a graduate  of  the 
general  business  program  at 
Conestoga  College,  poses  dur- 
ing an  Ontario  Physique 
Association  event. 

feels  like  I’m  in  hibernation. 
There  are  a lot  of  fidends  I 
won’t  talk  to  for  three  months 
and  I won’t  go  out  on  week- 
ends. And,  of  coxu-se,  I never 
cheat.” 

Despite  these  sacrifices, 
Rafla  insists  that  the  discipline 
and  motivation  have  paid  off. 
He  noted  that  bodybuilding 
is  his  outlet  for  stress  and 
anger.  It  teaches  qualities 
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Rafla  “busted  out  the  guns”  on  Sept.  9 at  the  Doon  campus.  He 
will  be  competing  next  September  at  the  Ontario  Physique 
Association  provincials. 


that  cannot  be  acquired  any- 
where else.  It  is  a way  of  life 
“ one  that  promotes  a healthy 
lifestyle,  and  one  that  he 
does  not  plan  on  abandoning 
any  time  soon. 


Aside  from  a part-time  job, 
Rafla  recently  acquired  a 
personal  training  certificate 
and  is  looking  to  work  full- 
time in  the  fitness  industry 
in  the  near  future. 


Conestoga  has  a new  varsity  sports  team 
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The  Conestoga  women’s  rugby  team  played  a competitive  scrim- 
mage game  during  their  Sept.  7 tryout.  Over  35  players  displayed 
their  heart  and  hustie  for  coach  Josh  Kirk  in  hopes  of  making  the 
30-player  roster. 


By  JAKE  ROBINSON 

The  new  school  year 
brought  protesters,  assign- 
ments and  a new  varsity 
sports  team. 

Women’s  rugby  has  been 
added  to  the  Ontario  College 
Athletic  Association  (OCAA) 
for  the  2011  season. 

After  being  the  most 
requested  sport  over  the  past 
couple  of  years,  OCAA  had  a 
trial  season  last  year  and 
included  three  schools: 
Mohawk,  Seneca  and 
Humber. 

Eight  teams  wiU  participate 
this  season  and  among  them  is 
Conestoga  College.  Conestoga 
will  compete  in  the  West 
Region  Conference  with  the 
three  returning  teams  from 
last  season. 

Over  35  players  attended  the 
first  day  of  tryouts  which  was 
held  on  Sept.  6.  The  team’s 
assistant  coach,  first-year  gen- 
eral arts  and  science  student 
Brittany  Conrad,  was  pleased 
with  the  turnout  and  said  the 
team  looks  confident. 

“There’s  a lot  of  talent  to 
choose  from,”  said  Conrad. 

The  team  will  be  coached  by 
Josh  Kirk.  He  is  looking  for- 
ward to  developing  a strong 
women’s  rugby  program  for 
Conestoga. 


“This  is  the  first  year  that 
Conestoga  has  had  a women’s 
team  and  we  are  looking  to  set 
a benchmark  for  years  to 
come,”  said  Kirk.  ‘We  have  a 
great  group  of  women  who 
have  worked  extremely  hard 
in  our  first  week  of  tryouts, 
and  if  we  continue  our  work 
ethic  and  develop  our  raw  tal- 
ent, I have  no  doubt  that  we 
will  have  a successful  season.” 

Kirk  said  he  is  impressed 
with  the  leadership  he  has 
seen  from  the  members  of  the 
team  and  he  expects  to  coach 
a hard-working  squad. 

“My  expectation  is  that  we 
play  each  game  hard  for  the 
full  80  minutes,”  he  said.  ‘We 
don’t  have  a lot  of  size  on  our 
team,  but  we  do  have  a lot  of 
fitness  and  determination.” 

Paul  Osborne,  director  of 
athletics  and  recreation, 
believes  the  new  team  is  a 
positive  addition  to  the 
school. 

“It  offers  our  female  ath- 
letes an  option  that  wasn’t 
there  before,”  he  said.  “Rugby 
is  one  of  the  fastest  growing 
sports  in  Ontario,  especially 
throughout  high  school.  So 
this  becomes  a natural  pro- 
gression to  let  them  play  the 
sport  they  love  at  a highly 
competitive,  post-secondary 
level.” 


Women’s  rugby  is  one  of 
three  sports  that  have  been 
added  to  the  Conestoga  roster 
over  the  past  three  years. 
Cross-country  and  men’s  and 
women’s  volleyball  are  also 
recent  additions. 

The  rugby  team’s  first  game 
is  scheduled  for  Sept.  22, 
against  Seneca.  However,  the 
season  may  be  delayed  due  to 
the  strike.  Osborne  said  the 
teams  are  allowed  to  practise 
because  they  can’t  be  denied 
the  outdoor  field,  but  the  sea- 
son can  be  put  on  hold. 

The  strike  has  also  affected 
all  indoor  sports  teams 
including  men’s  and  women’s 
volleyball,  badminton,  indoor 
soccer  and  extramural  ice 
hockey.  The  tryouts  have 
been  delayed  because  the 
recreation  centre  is  currently 
closed. 

Although  the  rugby  season 
is  yet  to  begin,  the  team 
already  has  winning  on  their 
mind. 

‘We  have  a good  chance  to 
be  successful  in  the  OCAA  if 
we  continue  to  focus  and  work 
hard  each  and  every  prac- 
tice,” said  Kirk.  ‘We  expect  to 
finish  in  the  top  two  in  our 
division  and  represent  our 
school  in  the  playoffs.” 

And,  as  Conrad  put  it, 
they’re  “going  for  gold.” 
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3 easy  steps  to  be 
CSI's  Annual  Toga  Party  Pub  Night. 


? Conestoga 


*^2011 


Find  a large, 
preferably 
clean  sheet 

Safety  pin 
sheet  around 
waist  area. 

Drape  excess 
over  shoulder 
and  tuck/pin. 


9 PM - 1 AM 

In  the  Sanctuary 

Costume  Contest 
Proper  ID  Required 


Get  your  FREB  ticket 

with  VIP  Pass! 

Visit  CSI  Self  Serve  Area 

Limited  quantities  available 


